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Welcome to the Neighborhood

         ocated in the heart of Denver’s esteemed East 7th Avenue
Parkway, this classic Mediterranean Revival house emerged from the
visionary minds of Jacques Benedict and John Monroe. Constructed in
1929 for Wilbur Denious, a significant member of Denver society, this
magnificent residence stands as a testament to the elegance and
grandeur of this era.

The interior scope includes a makeover for every space on each of the
three floors. However, certain areas such as the entry foyer's vaulted
ceilings, ironwork, light fixtures, wood trim, floors, and plaster walls
were merely cleaned and repaired. Modifications include each of the
five upper-level bedroom suites. On the main level, modifications
include a new kitchen, butler's pantry, breakfast nook, powder rooms,
parlor, and expanded closet spaces. In the basement, the
modifications included the family room, exercise room, game room,
wine cellar, storage spaces, and all new mechanical systems.
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Our scope is reflective of the Denver Landmark Preservation Commission guidelines, that is, minimal exterior change to the original house. In addition to renovated exterior
living patio spaces, pergola, and new basement egress windows, our project included new garage doors, relocation of rooftop mechanical equipment, exterior plumbing, and
electrical and security systems.

The end result is a project that reflects both the original charm and architectural character of a significant Denver residence with new and modern 21st Century functional
requirements. The current structure houses a family of five, providing all the needs and wants to bring up a new generation of Denverites that will grow up respecting the
architectural legacy of Denver's best residences.



According to copies of original architectural drawings, the home was constructed under designer, John K.
Monroe as part of the Jacques Benedict architecture firm.  Monroe worked as Benedict's chief assistant
until establishing his own practice in 1932.  Monroe is recognized for many of Denver's prestigious
churches including Holy Ghost, designed with Jacques Benedict and Good Shepherd, also on  E. 7th Avenue.

House History: 1929

John K. Monroe signature on copies of original plans 

Original plan of main entrance by John K. Monroe

Original second story floor plan by John K. Monroe in 1929

John K. Monroe, Colorado and It's People, 1948
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Building the home in 1929 cost $26,000,
as cited by Nancy Widmann in "The East
7th Avenue Historic District" Guide.



Historic Details

Architectural detail plans for
front entrance, created for
Mr. W. Denious

Details of wood
front door that
remain intact
today

Stair railing at
front entrance 

Second story
balcony details

Wrought Iron
Designs

Entrance
details
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1957, October 11.  Obituaries, The Coloradoan

House History: 1930 - 1957 

The home's first owner was Wilbur F. Denious, a well-
established lawyer in Denver in the early 20th
Century.  Denious received his law degree from the
University of Denver in 1902 and began practicing law
in the Equitable Building until opening his own firm,
Dayton & Denious. Following his years in law school,
he held multiple leadership roles with his fraternity,
Kappa Sigma, and was considered instrumental in
leading the chapter through WWI and the Spanish
Flu. In 2021, Denious was inducted into Kappa Sigma's
Hall of Honor.

Wilbur also served in prominent positions on the
American Bar Association, Denver Bar Association,
Denver Chamber of Commerce, and Trustee of
University of Denver. Denious eventually became
president of the Colorado Board Association. 

Wilbur passed in October 1957, leaving his estate to
his five children. 

Wilbur F. Denious, History of Colorado, 1927
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According to the Denver Catholic
Register on June 5, 1958, the Denious
house was donated to the Catholic
Order of the Maryknoll Fathers and
Brothers. The home would serve
priests spreading the faith locally
and in neighboring states. 

Small changes were made to the
house to accommodate additional
bedrooms.

House History: 1958

"Maryknollers to Open House in Archdiocese,"  1958,  Front Page P a g e  6



House History: 1970s

Homeowner, Bill Carroll Scott,
associate partner at architecture
firm, Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill 

"You can't live in a gallery space. It
was the light and airiness of the
spaces that attracted me to this
house. I also liked the interesting
detail, particularly arches. I
thought it would be interesting to
combine the different elements and
allow the old and new to coexist." 

Katharine Smith Chafee, Date unknown,  Pages 65 - 71 
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Though the original publication
is unknown, Residence at East
7th Ave was a featured backdrop
to one's family's modern and
antique art collection. 



House History: 1980

Jane Silverstein Ries, a well-established Denver landscape
architect, was hired in 1980 to design a refreshed front and
backyard for the owners in 1980, Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Carolyn Clark.

Silverstein Ries is known for her
contribution to numerous Denver
landmarks such as the Botanic Gardens,
The Governor's Mansion, and the Molly
Brown House Garden.

Original Construction Drawing, Jane Silverstein Reis,  April 18 -  May  13, 1980 

P a g e  8



Project Scope

New Owner's Walk-In Closet
New Owner's Bathroom
Updated Guest Bedroom
New Guest Suite Kitchenette
Updated Children's Bedroom

Fully Renovated Kitchen
New Butler's Pantry 
New Breakfast Room 
Updated Living Room
Updated Parlor

Updated Family Room
New Game Room
New Exercise Room
New Sauna 
New Wine Cellar

M a i n  L e v e l  U p p e r  L e v e l  B a s e m e n t  

Outdoor Fire Pit
Pergola 
Outdoor Kitchenette
New Garage Doors

E x t e r i o r  

Bill Bonebrake Photography P a g e  9



Project Scope: main level floor plan
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Legend

 Fully Renovated Kitchen
 New Bulter's Pantry
 New Breakfast Room
 Updated Living Room
 Updated Parlor
  New Garage Doors

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

6.

Pre-Existing Conditions

Updated Floor Plans



The kitchen remodel included: new cabinets, countertops,
appliances with new locations, flooring, island, lighting
fixtures, finishes, and furnishings.  

Project Scope: fully renovated kitchen
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Before

Before



Project Scope: new bulter's pantry

Adding a wall created a new butler's pantry that included
new countertops, floor, cabinets, appliances,  fixtures, and
finishings. With an appearance distinctive from the
kitchen, it has direct access to outdoor entertaining.
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Before

Bill Bonebrake Photography



Project Scope: new breakfast room

Originally a servant's room, the dividing wall was replace with an
arched opening to create a breakfast nook. This design defines the
dining area from the adjacent kitchen and helps to create an entry
from the garage with access to a powder  room. 
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Before

Before
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The parlor received modifications to the
existing built-in cabinetry as well as interior
design updates to create a distinctive space.

Project Scope: updated living room and parlor

The living room was re-space
planned and interior design
updates were made to the
finishing, fixtures, and
furnishings.
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Living Room Color Palette 

Parlor Room Color Palette 



Project Scope: upper level floor plan
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5.

5.

Legend

 New Owner's Walk-In Closet 
 New Owner's Bathroom
 Updated Guest Suite
 New Guest Suite Kitchenette
 Updated Children's Bedroom

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Pre-Existing Conditions

Updated Floor Plans



Project Scope: new owner's walk-in closet

An all new owner's suite closet was achieved
through partitioning off part of owner's
bedroom. The reorganized  suite was created
to meet the owner's design requests and
included an updated "his" closet.
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Before
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Project Scope: new Owner's Bathroom

A new owner's bathroom was added to the
existing space to create modern convenience..
Renovations include new flooring, fixtures,
finishes, and furnishings. 
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Project Scope: updated Guest Suite 

A unique aspect of this
guest suite is the new
kitchenette. The mini frig,
sink, and cabinets make
for a luxurious stay. 

The guest suite received all new
flooring, fixtures, and finishes. The
closet was reorganized and updated
fixtures and finishes were installed with
the existing bath.
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Project Scope: updated children's bedroom

Converting a closet (which was originally a
servant's stair with sky light) created a unqiue
office niche in this bedroom. Renovations also
included a new closet and bathroom.
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Project Scope: basement level floor plan

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3.

4.

4.

5.

5.

Legend

 Updated Family Room 
 New Game Room
 New Exercise Room
 New Sauna 
 New Wine Cellar

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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GAME ROOM

Updated Floor Plans

Pre-Existing Conditions



Project Scope: updated entertainment spaces

Many updates were made in the basement including
removing the suspended ceiling, reorganizing mechanical
(hot water heating), and adding all-new fixtures, finishes,
and furnishings. Each space was reorganized to
accommodate a modern family. 

By relocating the laundry room, a
new game room was created. This
room received new built-in cabinets,
a wet bar, new ceiling soffits, and new
code-compliant egress windows.
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Project Scope: new exercise room

Under-utilized basement space turned
into a modern fitness facility with all new
finishes. This also includes a new
bathroom and sauna.
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Project Scope: new outdoor entertainment spaces 

Exterior gathering spaces were created to include a
patio, fire pit, pergola, and kitchenette for outdoor
entertaining.
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Project Scope: new garage doors

New period-correct garage doors were designed in
coordination with the Landmark Preservation.
Design inspiration was taken from the original
front door. Materials included: steel with wood
overlay and metal accents.
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Garage Door Elevations



What Makes a House a Home 

The primary function of a house is to
provide shelter for the family that resides
in it. More importantly, each house
provides a home environment for the
family that it nourishes through: 

Togetherness, 
individual pursuits, 
and inspired futures 

Bill Bonebrake Photography
for the present and for generations to come. 
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